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Excerpt from a Letter ([4 Sep 47) trom Protft JOBailey, auvthor ot
PILGRIMS THROUGH SPACE AND TIME:

"For the general publiic and readers
who know little ot scientitic tiction, the book is all right. [ know
that it is disappointing to people who, like you, have been finterested
In the scientitic fiction ot the past thirty years. You know some of
thz rzasons ftor inadequacies in the chapter dealing with scizntiflc
tiction since 19152 the books nzedad were not :available tome in |1i-
brarizs here, and | did not have money to buy them; the book was .gom-
platzd in thc latec 1930's, and then hastily Ffeviszd, under the 1m-
przssion that it was coming out at oncz, In late 1945: many other in-
tcrzsts, connzcted with making a living, torced m2 to drop thz rzadlng
of scientific ticftion, <cxcept now and then, aftzr the 1930's. . . ..BU#
th: fact rzemains that the ticld of scizntific tiction most prolitic In
quantity and pzrhaps most intzresttng to the largest number of prasent-
day rzaders Is rathcr skimpily ftrecated in the book.

"A sccond volume
Is n22dzd, a tollow-up volume to decal with scizntitic fiction since
|1915. |t would takc what. | have as a basis, perhaps as a mcthod, 1t
the method seems goods |t would study the rise and tall of the various
magazines, the experiments In new patterns, the reflections of the td-
eologizs of the 1920%'s and 1930's and 194Qfs In this fiction, the rlse
of "fandom' and the appzarance of clubs and tan magazinzs, etc., etc.

"Now, | would likz nothing better than to tackle the preperation
ot such a book. But | should have to havz at least a vear, perhaps two
yzars, of leisurz, with the opportunity to spend a good deal of timz in
a largz city with a library that hss the pizces: say, New York or Wash-
ington. At prcesznt tzaching advanced courses at thz University of
North Carolina, in tizlds quite removed from scizntific tiction, and
under the obligation to kzcp abrzast of those tizlds, | simply cannot
tind this neca2ded yzar or so."

Aad l'ater on in hls letter:

"Did |
ever tell you what became of the idea | once had {and the work you
he lped me do, to some extent) of getting up an exhaustive bibliography
ot scizntitic fictiona | qot together upwards ot SOOO titles, without
opportunity to go to a great library and examinz the picces; | saw that
thz task was grzater than | could comptztz, undzr thz circumstances.
5o 4 gave it up. | simply sent the titles to a couplz of pcople who
werz intercsted, and who still have my box of cards ~- for whatever ysc
thzy may tind in themes | sznt the box of cards to Mr., H. C. Koenig of

N:w York, tor his usc and thc use of Langley Scarlas.” #



SCIENCE FICTION IN SCHCOL: As a followup for the toregoing letter from
3 University instructor who is a science fiction (or scientific tiction)
enthusiast, | havz g small rzport to make about an academic discovery.

| do not know whether text books are morz or less standard thruout thz
nation, but in onz San Francisco hiahschool at lezast, in 3d year Frznch,
a volume called LA FRANCE VIVANTE is being used. On2 lzsson which the
studznts arc givan to translatze is a 4-pg articlz zntitizad "L'Astro-
nauvtique" (interplanztary Navigationl. |t is przfaczd by a foto and
picz biog ot Robt. Esnault-Pelteriz, and sparkt by a cute little cut
symbolic ot space tlite. Groping to remember my C+ French from |5

years ago,; |'d translate the concluslon ass "--may never see with my
own zyes the tirst botanical or zoological specimens brought from Mars
or Venus, but if may be possible to view photographically the facez of
the Moon, which the tirst astronauts will bring back from their great
adventure,”

TAT1l we need to get to the Moon is the application ot the symbol $¥ Ley

ANTHONY BOUCHER Reviews 6 Fantasy Books for the Rzaders of GLOM land
purchasers of thz San Francisco Sundey Chronliciz):

Travzlers in Timz, cdited with an Introduction by Philip van Doren

Stern {(Doubleday: $3.50). Mr Stzrn's antholoalcs
have always ranked among the tinest in the tantasy field for sheer good
taste and titerary qualtity, and it anything, hefs outdone himself In
this collection ot tales of time-travel. |t's regrettable that he has
resolutely inzeglectaed the pulps, whose standards arz otten hicher than
his curt introductory note assumes; but even without them, he has as-
sembled 2 dozzn timec—twists, some familiar, some novel, and all ex-
czllznt.

The Mislaid Charm, by Alzxander M. Philllps, illustrated by Hcrschel

Levit. [(Primz Precss, $1.75). How a dull youna man
schiz:vad a memorably expanslvz zvening by cncountcring, at once and all
for the first time, intoxication, an Amazon, and the piltfered tallsman
of the Pennsylvanian Dutch Little Men. A sort of Thorne Smith-with-
fig leaves--lightweight but delightfully reftreshing. (And | hope I
Prime Press continues this admlrable pollicy of publlshing novelets from
thz palmy days of "Unknown", they'i!l do a more protessional job of
printing and format.)

Thz Lz2qgion ot Spacc, by Jack Williamson, illustrated by A. ). Donnzll.

{Fantasy Przss; $3)s Eons hence, the fate of all
mankind is threatzncd whzen a would-bec dictator invokzs the aid of mon-
strous allizs from anothzar systzm, and 4 hzrozs (lIncluding the virtle
John Star and the Falstatfian Giles Habibula) Lattle alone against un-
spzakable forces. Not so much true scieznce fiction as purc swashbuck-
ling advanture set in the ftuture--something below Williamson's best,
but grand fun.

Th: Weapon Makers, by A.E. van Vogt. (Hadlcy Praossg F3N CF aptiiln ithe
3 i distant tuturz, thz solar systazm is dually govzrnad
by thz tyrannical! pomp of thz {shzr Empire and the undzrground intzl-

| scts of thz Wz2apon Makzrs, with one immortal man holding thc balance
bztw:zn thcme-a balencz pzrilously ups~st whzn intersteliar travel 1s at
fast achicved. A vast fantastic m:lodrama, somectimz2s stirring in its
wild conczpts, somztimes shockingly flast In its wrtting--and probably
only ftor thz postgraduate fan, who has workzcd gradually up to It.



Pilgrims Through Space and Time, by |.O, Bailey. {Argus Books:; $5),

. For years enthuslasts have pattentty
awaited this long-promised book, which could have been to scieznce tlc-
tlon what Haycrattt's "Wurder tor Pleasure" is to the dztective story.
| rzgret to report that 1t is dully written, repctitiously constructed,

~critically insecure, and bascd on insufticient and capriciously szlzct-
2d material. The only usetulness | can see in it is as a source of
many detailed plot-synopses-~-in which good books sound just as silly as
bad books.

Miracle on 34th Street, by Valentine Davies. (Harcourt, Brace: $!.751}.
By now you'!ve seen or at least heard of the
film about how the Christmas Spirlt was brouaht to Macy and Gimbel by

an old man who might really be Santa Claus. [t's a completzly joyous
story idea with nice satiric slants: untortunately this novelet verslon
ls written with atl the litcrary grace and skill of a3 fairly promising

rough synopsis.
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"THLS BOOK 1S NO GOQD !"--Mar ion Montgomery. | (Fja) don't know who

Mar lon Montgomery 1s or what her credentials
are as a literary critic, but she has spared*no pains to tnform the
world ot her oplnion ot "The Moen |s Feminine" by Clarence (Babyons)
Dane. kn a second hand copy ot the ftantasy ot the Green Man, which |
purchased some time ago, | tound Marton's wnequlvocal handwritten dec-
laration. "This book Is no goode" And on the titic pagec (besldes
copylng the author!s namc and the bookts titie tn her own hand) she
echozd: "No good." Marion seczms to get around, as on the otherwiss
nzarly ecmpty pags 43 shc has printed: Clarkesdallz2, Mississippl.
Mzmphls, Tznncsszzce Tijuana Mezxleo. Elszwhzrz thruout the book she
has printzd her nam< asbou't as many timecs as the ubiquttous Kilroy. In
connzctlion with Chapte. XXtV (| mzant to typc conjunctlion but struck s
double "n™ and havc no corrcctlion fluld) she reveals her address:s 608
Washington, Memphis, Tenn. But by the end ot the chapter she sezms to
have moved up the street a couple blocks to 804. At the 2nd of Chapt.
XXVl she prints her complete namez and address twice, and rzpeats the
information atop the tacling pagz. On page 300 the same Info appears,
and tinally on pg 305. |t oecurs to mz it would be tun 11 every FAPA
member woud drop Marion at lcast a postcard makling some comment about
"The Moon |s Feminminc™--imagine her amazemant at this unaccountable
tlood ot mail from all over the country. And Necromancer's editor,
Dave Maclnnes, lives In Memphis; praps we shoud charge him to Interview
Marion (taking co-ed Pamlicla, ofcoursz, as chaperon}.
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FEAMITOCK _FAKES STOCK OF BRADBURY. Matt Weinstock, author of the new

: book "My L.A.", rzcently hed this
to say about Our Bay Brad in the Daily News: Six years ago Ray Brad-
bury, 27, L.A. High class of }938, sold the Datly News at Norton Avz.
and Olympic Blvde His hohby was sciznce tiction, the world of tomorrow
stutt 1o which the weird and tantastic are made commonplace. He had
been writing his own stories since he was 12, Suddenly he clicked.

Ray's torte Is horror and wz admit he scarzs hzl| out of us. One
of his tales is about tolks who driak cach other's blood. We are cer-
tain the headlines Ray uscd to shout had nothing to do with sl!l this. #



Cort Cr A LETTER FROM A FAN (AGE 15) TO THE PRCDUCER .OF ™KING KONG!e---

A triend of minc in Los Ang2l2s sent mz a clippling about your pro-

pos:g production, THE END OF THE WORLD. Thz statemznt made, altho |
b21i2 cl|f onIy nz wspapﬂr bunkUm, rath{ concarazd m2 so I .thot | would
wr i fz '

fe e Rl . : 0 i’ | ! ‘o % : y

IR s ls’s*a*ed fhaf "Hbllywbod‘s mosf‘inq\nlous t2chnician~producer,

.Mztian’ CvrCoopery; would makz af pictutz ‘depiciting thz znd of th2 world--

it hzr couvldoidecide just how: it willil happen." New, as a lovzr ot tan-
tastic tictdon and 1ilms; aboutrwhitch 4 rocontly wrotz yvou, | want . the
tidlm to go *thru. 2And so' I7d dikz'10 makic a-suggastion on thz znd of
the world for what itts worth, .

_ : Suppesgryou, have the picture ljke thise, 1+ is the dim, ftar-distan!
BN A wordd. with a red,. dy.ing sun. , Desolate; ice-covered. -Atl
lakes frpzen over; water existing only in little pools far. down (n sub-
terrancan; depiths. Mankind has burrowzd devp into thz zarth's Interior
in. its 4 ight tor: existence. .

Now al so supposc fhcre arc two tactions: thosz who arz content to
dwell in their inner-earth homes, kept allve by heat from the earth's
center, and those who wish to migrate to another planet. Those in
power, they who are content to stay as thzy are, have control of the.
one upper outlet to thz surtacz, and torhid its opznlng. Thosec of the
l2sser power, howcver’, secretly are building™a gigantic spaccship ‘t6 be
run on inexhaustablc atomic powcr. '

Onz day a kz:p:r of thze surface gatz sights thru a tzlcscope with
outsid: conncctions a fizry morauder hzadzd for th2 zarth. Thc onzs in
power arc skzptics, but the lzsser group przdicts the doom of the zarth
and spczds work on the z2thzr-ship.

As the unwelcome visitor nears earth, its heat melts the ice. Ti-
tanic tloods sweep across the tace ot the world. There is the tight at
the surtace gate to keezp It trom bzing opened and thz spaceship leav-
ing.  3ut the migrators win. And then thezre is the spectacle as the
Venus-bound terrzstrials watch the ond of thz world. The tidal wave
swezps down to thz subterranzsen abodcs--down to thz molten Interior of
the :zarth. And, too, the alizn mass strikes the worlds What a sight!
Thrzz possible endings ot th: world combinad into oncl!l: glacicr, ex-

plosion, and collision! {

Love interest could be weaved in. {1t m{ghf be surmised that giant
slugs inhabit the lower regions and present a mz2nace to humanity. There
could bz a thrilling ticht betwezn one and & group ot men, the men hav-

ing tlamz-hyrling weapons or something ot thz sort.

|'m ferribly znthusiastic about this production and only hopz that
you can ga thecr somcthing worthwhile ftrom the hurrizdly skztched outline
Itve givenes -

o - Forrzst | Ackzrman
530 Staplizs Avenuce
Sen fFrarcisco, Cal
Octonar il, 1932
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BOHUS -am civing Editor Burbee some copys ot programs for RMetropgolis
and Calli garn which | rescued' atter local audiences had leftirecent re-
vivalss. Tapans will find one or the other 1In their envelope. OK2 FJA

! - e ~ . ~ w5 - < » Ly
i > 1 o 8- 40 1 J2 0L




